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Potpourri

Name Change
The Developmental Disabilities Services has changed its name to Division for K4
.4 Developmental Disabilities and has obtained “Division” status within the Colorado Department RS
® of Human Services.

4

4 Strategic Plan in the Works

After taking over as Director of the Division for Developmental Disabilities in July 2002, FS
® Fred DeCrescentis embarked upon a journey throughout the state of Colorado. His intent was ®
to meet with individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, advocacy organiza-
tions and service providers, and become familiar with how Colorado was serving people with ®
\4 developmental disabilities and identify major issues the Division should address.

SO

issue paper (Issue Paper 2003) that he presented to the Developmental Disabilities Services @
Advisory Committee (a committee consisting of stakeholders in the field of developmental
disabilities “Committee”) in March 2003 for review, input and prioritization. The Issue Paper
2003 included national standards, national issues and trends, Colorado issues, trends and
recommendations and his observations.

and presented the Committee with his first draft of Strategic Plan for DDD-05/05/03. Over the ®

next two months the Committee will be providing comments, recommendations and

prioritization of the issues set forth in the draft document. The Strategic Plan sets forth the
\4 Division’s Vision Statement, Mission Statement, Core Values, Action Plan for FY 2003-04 and \4

A strategic plan developed and implemented by the Division for Developmental Disabili-
\d tics is a new concept in Colorado. Bravo Mr. DeCrescentis!

DD was cut in four programs. Adult services were cut by $1,000,000.00 in State funded
\4 Supported Living Services. Out of a total budget of $7,377,122.71, $849,973.71 was cut from
24 State Supported Living Services programs and $149,995.29 from administrative fees to 4
24 Community Centered Boards. However, the good news is that Medicaid program services to kg
¥4 adults with developmental disabilities, that include both Comprehensive and Supported Living S
® Services with a budget of approximately $250,000,000.00, were not cut.
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® (continued from previous page)

® O

Py resources that the program had been allocated for the 2002-2003 budget year. Children’s Devel-
opmental Disabilities are managing these cuts by cutting each Community Centered Board
(CCB) first by the amount of unused resources for each and then cutting a used resource from
each CCB.

family in the program has lost their funding.

Family Support Services was cut the hardest. 50% of the resources were cut, including
Case Management.
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® House Bill 1326 Passes the General Assembly.

An egregious tort reform bill was initiated in the Colorado General Assembly by the
N4 Colorado Association of Community Centered Boards (CACCB) for the 2003 legislative
X4 session. The CACCB is an organization comprised of 20 Community Centered Boards around ®

4

The bill was introduced as a limited liability bill that was to give agencies that provide
services to people with developmental disabilities either immunity from suit, or require an
24 almost impossible standard of “willful and wanton” misconduct to prove a suit. The target of 4
24 this bill was people with developmental disabilities. So the very people who CCB’s are K4

Through the efforts of many volunteers, the bill was amended several times. However, it
passed both Houses and is awaiting signature by the Governor. In its final form, House Bill 14
x4 1326 creates significant barriers for people with developmental disabilities to sue Community 4

® in July. This team will investigate the State’s developmental disabilities service system to ®
determine whether the State services are in compliance with Federal Medicaid rules and




